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y WELCOME TO CAMDEN PUBLIC
iy SCHOOL

# Camden Public School is a state school operated by
the N.S.W. Department of Education and Training.

t Most children begin at age 5. Our school provides a
comprehensive education for all eligible children
who live within its enrolment zone. Children from
outside the zone may also be enrolled depending
on the availability of places.

The school has a projected enrolment of approxi-
mately 2. It is well known for its emphasis on stu-
dent welfare, high academic standards, experi-
enced staff and happy atmosphere.

N % ‘ézz.‘ iin
With a strong emphasis on a fully rounded education, Camden is recognised for a
variety of educational pursuits including its Junior Red Cross group, school band,
public speaking and debating skills and outstanding all round sporting achieve-

ments.

In addition to eleven mainstream classes, Camden Public School currently has a
class for students with hearing impairment, one for students with mild intellectual
impairment and a class of autism students. Gifted students as well as those ex-
periencing difficulties with their learning are particularly well catered for in stage
based classes.

The school has spacious grounds with ample, well-grassed play areas and class-
rooms in sound condition. A large library was completed in 1999 and has signifi-
cant quantities of learning and reading resources.

Parents are most welcome at Camden Public School and we recognize the vital
role they play in achieving quality outcomes for students. The Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association operates within the school and meets at 7:00pm on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. New and interested members are always welcome.

TERM AND VACATION DATES, 2008

Term 1  Tuesday 29 January to Friday 11 April
Term 2  Monday 28 April to Friday 4 July

Term 3  Monday 21 July to Friday 26 September
Term 4  Monday 13 October to Friday 19 December



GENERAL INFORMATION AT A GLANCE

School Executive
Maxelle Matthews (Principal ),
Peter Munday (Assistant Principal ), Sharynn Lee (Assistant Principal ),
Bruce Pickworth (Assistant Principal Special Education ) Sharyn Whiting (Assistant
Principal ).

Clerical Staff:
Judy Murdoch, Laura Windred, Nadine Capaldi and Karyn Hillier

CAMDEN SCHOOL PROVIDES:
Quality school curricula in the six Key Learning Areas of primary education. These

are:

ENGLISH: Students learn to read, to write in a variety of forms and to listen and
communicate effectively. (Reading, Writing, Spelling, Handwriting, Talking &

Listening and Literature )

MATHEMATICS: Students develop mathematical competence for daily living
and problem solving. The sub strands studied are Measurement, Space, Num-

ber.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: Students gain an understanding of how they

interact with natural and built environments. ( Science and Computers )

HUMAN SOCIETY AND ITS ENVIRONMENT: Studies of society and environ-
ments assist students to become informed responsible citizens. ( Social Stud-
ies, Languages other than English, General Religious and Moral Education are

included in this area )

CREATIVE ARTS: Students work with a variety of media to express themselves.
( Music, Visual Art, Craft and Drama )




Be Safe
Be Kind
Be Co-operative
Be Fair

These four key rules are supported by descriptors of what these rules mean to
students and regularly reinforced during class and school activities.

As children proceed through the school they are strongly encouraged to participate
in extra curricula activities including public speaking, band, choir, Junior Red Cross,
the student representative council and a wide variety of sporting and social
activities. These groups can perform at school, Regional and State levels. Activities
are enthusiastically undertaken by staff and students bringing great credit to the
school.

An excursion program runs within the school providing yearly excursions for
students across the kindergarten to year six spectrum.




/ SCHOOL HOURS \

8.55am Children arrive at school

9.15am Children assemble

11.15 to 11.35am Recess

1.00 to 1.50pm Lunch

3.20pm Kindergarten to Yr. 2
Students dismissed

\ 3.25pm Yrs. 3-6 students dismissedj

School officially commences at 8.55am - a teacher is on duty from that time.
Children should not arrive at school before 8.55am except in exceptional
circumstances. Any children in the playground must remain seated until the 8.55am
bell.

Please Note
In concern for the safety of our students, the use of the car park is restricted to staff
and authorised vehicles only.

The congestion and fast traffic on the roads in the immediate vicinity of the school
are a cause for concern for parents and staff. Children are expected to move directly
to and from school, be well behaved and take particular care with crossing roads.
Children should stay inside the school grounds when waiting for a parent.




[ Enrolments ]

Enrolments are accepted for Kindergarten in the year before the child is due to start
school. To be eligible for enrolment, children must have turned 5 before 31st July in
the year they commence. When completing an enrolment form the child’s

must be sighted by the school office, and an 1
(supplied by the Department of Health when the 5 year old immunisation is
complete) supplied before the commencement of school.

Parents of children born in May, June or July sometimes elect to enrol their child a
year later to ensure that they are mature enough for school.

During Term 4 "# ! $ is held when parents have the
opportunity to become familiar with the school and the way it operates, and children
receive a “taste” of Kindergarten by spending some time with our Kindergarten
class. Parents are advised by letter of the date and organisation for Orientation
Day.

%
When a student is transferring to another NSW Government School, parents should
request a Transfer Certificate from the school office. This is to be presented to the
new school when enrolling. All appropriate records are forwarded to the new
school.

Most children who attend our school are placed in one of our local high schools
upon completion of Year 6. Academically talented students may be eligible for

& - # 11§ placement. Placement in these schools is very competitive
and limited to those who are enthusiastic workers and achieve excellent academic
results. Further information is available through the school.

( ) R
An Opportunity Class is available at a local school. Competitive entry is available to
academically gifted Year 4 students for placement in Year 5 the following year.
Information is sent home to interested Year 4 students in June each year.
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Attendance at school is compulsory by state law. Children may only be absent for reasons
such as illness. Appointments for doctors and dentists should be made for out of school
hours. However, parents are strongly urged not to send sick children to school.

Family holidays outside vacation periods should be discussed with the school principal.
The Department of Education and Training requires parents to inform the school of periods
of absences of more than 15 days e.g. holidays during school terms. If you are planning
an extended holiday, you will need to complete an ‘Application for Exemption at School’
form which is available at the office or on our website www.camden-p.schools.nsw.edu.au.
This form needs to be submitted early.

For all absences, a written note is required, addressed to the class teacher, indicating the
dates of the absence and the reason

A Book Club is offered by Scholastic Australia. The aims of the Book Club are to
encourage children to read for enjoyment and to provide reasonably priced books designed
to appeal to all children.

Brochures are distributed during each term. There is no obligation to purchase books. The
orders are organised by parent helpers. The necessary form and ! ! !

I $should be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked with your child’s name, class and
“Book Club” and sent to the class teacher

The P & C will be reopening our canteen on Monday & Thursday in
Term 1 as a trial with volunteer parents. See the ‘Camden Star v~ =
newsletter for more details. 2
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The Principal should be fully informed of any custody matters relating to your
children. Please remember the school cannot prevent access of a non-custodial
parent unless we have a copy of the current court order preventing access.
Relevant documentation regarding access and custody arrangements should be
passed on to the Principal and school office. This will be treated in strict
confidence.

% %
Every year parents are asked to fill out an Emergency Information Form for each of
their children. Information supplied is treated as confidential but is essential to
ensure prompt contact can be made in emergency situations. If information on the
form changes during the year please contact the school office as prompt contact in
an emergency is dependent on accurate information supplied by parents

From time to time classes go on excursions from the school to visit places or see
things of educational value. On all occasions a teacher will accompany the children
and be responsible for their supervision and safety. Often parents are asked to
accompany groups. Children must obey instructions from teachers and from
assisting parents.

Detailed information concerning all proposed excursions will be sent home to
parents. The written permission of the parent is required before any child is allowed
to participate in a school excursion. It is essential that money and permission notes
are returned by the due date as final arrangements and confirmations have to be
made. Late payments or no permission note may mean your child may not
participate. It should not be assumed that identical excursions will be offered every
year. Excursions may vary from year to year for many reasons. It is expected that
students will support organised excursions.

% /

Occasionally children become sick at school and we place them in our Sick Bay.
Worst cases are sent home where possible. Parents are strongly urged not to send
sick children to school.

Basic first aid is administered for injuries suffered at school. Injured students must
be picked up by parents so treatment can be arranged. In all cases where the injury
is more than minor we make a special effort to contact parents or emergency
contacts.

A member of staff holds a First Aid Certificate.
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Homework is important for students of all ages and should be seen by teachers,
students, parents and caregivers as a part of the home-school partnership
supporting young learners. The type and amount given depends on the child's age.

Homework has the following aims:

re To help provide a link between school and home and enable parents to
keep in touch with their child’s work

To enable students to consolidate work already taught

To enable students to prepare for future work

To develop in students habits of self-directed reading and home study

To stimulate recreational interests which may assist in the creative use of
leisure time.

BRI

Homework is valuable because it:

Strengthens home-school links

Allows for practising, extending and consolidating work done in class
Teaches students how to plan and organise their time

Establishes habits of study, concentration and self-discipline which will
serve students for the rest of their lives.

Details of teacher's expectations regarding homework will be given at the beginning
of the year. The role of parents includes making suitable arrangements for a time
and place for homework to be done, observing the child at work, observing the
actual work and, sometimes, giving direct assistance. If homework is causing
problems, a discussion with the class teacher is strongly advised.

For more information refer to our Homework Policy on the School Website.

/ ) (

Parents should make every effort to ensure that children arrive by 9.15am. Late
arrivals should report to the office for a late note. These are recorded in the class
roll as a partial absence.

If a parent needs to collect his/her child from school during the day, a note should
be sent to the class teacher. A note must be obtained from the school office before
collecting the child. For safety reasons students are not released to unauthorised
persons.

Disruptions to the class should be kept to a minimum and where possible dental,
doctors appointments etc, should be made outside of school hours.



- )
The school library is central to our educational programs, being the
resource which assists teachers develop students and independent
learning, capable of assessing and using information. It also encour-
ages students to discover the joy of reading for pleasure.

Students in Kindergarten may borrow up to two books each week.
In all other classes, students may borrow up to two fiction and two
non-fiction books at a time. These books must be returned at the next library les-
son. Extra books may be borrowed when required for special research.

All students are required to bring a library bag to protect books. Books lost or
badly damaged must be paid for by the child’s family. Every class has a time-
tabled library lesson each week for introduction to literature, research skills and
the teaching of information skills.

Parent helpers are required to assist with the covering of books. Please see the
Librarian if you can help.

c C )

Lost property is a major problem which can be avoided if names are sewn or writ-
ten on & belongings. Lost property with a name will be returned to the owner.
Unnamed items are held for 2 weeks before being passed to the Clothing Pool or
an appropriate charity. Valuables should ____ be brought to school, as their secu-
rity cannot be guaranteed.
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Policy statements from the NSW Department of Education and Training outline
procedures which must be followed when a child requires ongoing daily medication
to be administered at school. The Department requires the school to maintain the
following records:
. detailed written advice from the student’s medical practitioner
. a written request with a statement of the child’s condition and
requirements from the parent/guardian.
. a written statement from the parent/guardian granting information to be
supplied and discussed by the staff.

#( I ! 1L

Only prescribed medication will be administered at school. Most medication can be

administered at home. This is the safest and most preferred method. When a

medical practitioner has prescribed medication that must be administered during the

school day, parents are responsible for:

. Bringing this need to the attention of the school

. Completing a written request

. Supplying the medication and any ‘consumables’ necessary for its
administration. The medication must be supplied in the container in which it
was dispensed by the chemist

. Collaborating with the school in working out arrangements for the supply and
administration of the prescribed medication

. It is the child’s responsibility to report to the office at the arranged time for
administration of medication.

NO CHILD IS PERMITTED TO HAVE MEDICATION IN HIS/HER POSSESSION
(asthma puffers excluded).

These procedures have been devised to protect everybody — should any parent
wish this matter clarified, please contact the Principal.

Students are allowed to keep their own asthma medication with them.

i #$ 1 #
A written statement outlining procedures to be followed must be supplied by the
parent/guardian.

& -
An ambulance will be called to transport a child to hospital should the need arise.
Every effort will be made to contact the parents or emergency contact prior to calling
the ambulance.

At Camden Public School children with Head Lice must be treated with appropriate
preparations. It is essential that outbreaks be controlled — your child’s class will be
notified if the need arises.
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The Director-General of Education and Training advises:

“The Department of Health recommends that children entering school should be
immunised. This is particularly important because your child will be coming into
contact with lots of other children and infections can spread very easily. Children
starting school who have not already had a booster immunisation should have:

. One booster injection against diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis

. One booster dose of polio vaccine by mouth (Sabin)

. One injection of measles/mumps/rubella vaccine

. One injection against meningoccal C

Immunisation is available from your family doctor, and from some community
health centres.

NB: It is important to obtain and keep a written record of your child’s immunisa-
tion.

Because thousands of cases of measles occur each year among unimmunised
children, often with serious complication, for the sake of your child and others, |
urge your co-operation in this matter.”

@) 2 3
Every Tuesday a School Newsletter “The Camden Star’ is sent home with the
youngest child in each family. The newsletter reports on activities throughout the
school

C 4
You are invited to join the P & C Association which plays an important part in the
school’s life. Meetings are normally held on the fourth Wednesday of every

month—except during school vacations.

(

For safety and security reasons, all parents and volunteers who help in class-
rooms or other school activities are asked to sign the visitors book at the office
when they arrive and sign out when leaving.



The receipt and handling of money into the school takes a great number of

hours. Your co-operation is sought to reduce the amount of time spent in this

way.

It is a Departmental regulation that 1 I $ "1 115 1
. Banking of moneys is carried out daily.

It is requested that you ensure:

. That all money, unless otherwise advised, comes in via the class teacher

. That your money is placed in an envelope clearly marked with your child’'s
name and class, purpose (eg Voluntary Contributions, Zoo Excursion) and
the amount enclosed—please make cheques payable to Camden Public
School.

. If multiple payments are being made for your family, these can all be in-
cluded in the one envelope with one payment. This envelope can then be
sent with one child.

. Each child’s permission note needs to be sent to his/her class teacher.

4

During the last fortnight of the school year, we hold our annual presentation and
prize giving function at Camden High School Hall, where the academic, citizen-
ship and sporting efforts of students are recognized.

On Tuesday (K-Yr.2) and Friday(Yrs.3-6) mornings we are visited by a number
of lay teachers for periods of religious instruction. Groupings are organized for
Protestant and Roman Catholic faiths. These lessons are of 30 minutes dura-
tion.

Students, whose parents have not indicated on the enrolment form their child’s
religion, are supervised separately.

( (

(# . Throughout the year parents are informed about their child's pro-
gress. There will be 2 written reports per year as well as Parent - Teacher inter-
views in Term 1 and 3. In addition parents are invited to see the children’s work
and working environment during Education Week.

" 6 : The first port of call for any classroom or playground issues
concerning your child is always the classroom teacher. As parents would be
aware, teachers have a variety of commitments including preparation, staff and
committee meetings, playground duty as well as regular teaching responsibilities.
Incidental discussions with the teacher may occasionally occur before and after
school, but to ensure time is available, appointments should be made with teach-
ers, executive and the principal. Occasionally problems arise which cause
teachers to seek interviews with parents and an attempt is made to arrange a
mutually convenient time.



Camden Public School encourages involvement in sport. Our main emphasis
is always on developing a fair and positive attitude towards sport and also on
skills, fitness and enjoyment.

Boy and Girl House Captains are elected from Year 6 students. Houses for
Athletics, Swimming and Cross Country are:

H#$4 Green {16 Yellow
Blue 8 Red

Children are encouraged to wear their House colours for the Athletic,
Swimming and Cross Country Carnivals.

Sports vary according to the season and the availability of equipment. Special
programs are offered from time to time.

"4
Our Swimming Carnival is held in Term 1, Cross Country Carnival in Term 2,
and Athletics Carnival in Term 3. The most successful athletes go on to
represent our school in the Zone and area carnivals.

& 51 $ for Years 3-6 students are held during the year, when

various sports are offered in competition with other schools in the Camden
District. Transport costs are involved.

&
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A comprehensive welfare program has been established at Camden School
designed to positively promote high standards of behaviour, self-discipline, manners
and student achievement. Children who achieve such standards will find their
relationships with staff and fellow students much happier. Children are rewarded for
taking a positive approach to school rules. When children do not reach acceptable
standards, sanctions or consequences are applied when necessary. If acceptable
levels are not maintained, parents are contacted so that they may become involved
in solving the problem.

$ P 5 s51r==" ) | 6
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Camden Public School recognises the importance of the partnership between staff,
parents and students in encouraging positive behaviour. As students progress
through the school they can take more responsibility for their own behaviour and
become increasingly involved in school discipline.

Behaviour, effort and achievement of students is recognised by the presentation to
students of formal awards. These awards are cumulative and lead to students being
recognised at higher levels of attainment.

e Achievement Awards are in recognition of positive behaviour, academic effort
and achievement and are presented to students who trade 89 of these for :

e A Certificate of Achievement which are presented at weekly assemblies by
student leaders. Three : ;< of these certificates are in turn traded for:

e An Outstanding School Achiever Award which is presented at a whole school
assembly by the principal. Families of recipients are invited to the presentation and
award winners will be communicated to the school community via the ‘Camden
Star’. Ten :89< of these certificates are traded for:

A Principal’s Medallion which is presented at a whole school assembly by the
principal.

Families of recipients are invited to the presentation and award winners will be
communicated to the school community via the ‘Camden Star’.

The NSW Department of Education and Training has a Student Assistance Scheme
designed to assist parents and students who are experiencing financial difficulties or
who are unable to meet the cost of uniforms, excursions, text books. Any family
interested in obtaining further information about support available from the school
should contact the Principal or school office.
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Student participation in the decision making and implementation process is
important to the School Community at Camden Public School. Our Student
Representative council comprises 24 members from Years 2 — 6. Captains and
Prefects are from Year 6. Boys and girls are equally represented In the S.R.C.
developing interpersonal skills, citizenship and leadership skills through their
involvement. Fortnightly meetings are held providing a forum for student views and
giving feedback to the School Community.

The SRC continues to have a wide range of functions including discussion and
representation in regard to:

School Assemblies and Special Days
The School Uniform

The School Code of Conduct
Student Welfare

%
Children should travel directly to and from school by the safest, most direct route.
Once children arrive at school they are not permitted to leave the grounds without
the direct permission of their class teacher. For obvious safety reasons, children
are not allowed to leave school grounds at any time during the day without being
signed out by a parent/guardian.
— " & Morning buses drop students at the school gate in Mitchell Street. After
school, bus travellers are supervised until they have joined their buses that depart
from the school. Free bus passes are available for all infants children (Yrs. K to 2).
They are available for older children who live more than 2.3km safe walking
distance from the school. Applications for passes are available from the school.
More details about passes, bus routes and times are available from Busways, Lot
34 Anzac Avenue, Smeaton Grange. 2567. Phone 46477785.
- $% " & Road safety experts do not recommend bicycles for children under
10 years unless supervised. Safety helmets are required by law. The school
cannot accept responsibility for the security of bikes parked in the grounds. A
suitable lock and chain is recommended. Bikes must be wheeled, not ridden,
through the school grounds. Entry through the car park is prohibited.

& " (= #: The safety of all children is paramount. Therefore
parents are asked to always park legally outside the school. Parking illegally, near
the pedestrian crossing or in the bus zones, even for a minute can put children’s
lives in danger. For safety reasons:

. Parents are not to use the staff car park to deliver or collect children
. Parents are also asked to drop their children off at the pedestrian walkways
and not to enter the school via the driveways.

) -

A voluntary contribution (formerly known as school fees) is requested each year in Term 1.
The voluntary school contribution in 2008 is as follows:

1st child $30

2 or more children (family rate) $58
Your financial support will go directly towards buying resources, which will improve the
quality of education at our school. General charges for some equipment, activities and for
excursions are the responsibility of parents and will be requested via a note from the school
to each family.
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Infectious Diseases

|

Under the Public Health Act and Department of Education and Training Regulations, some
common infectious diseases require children to be kept from school to prevent the spread of
infections. It is requested that the school office be advised of any infectious diseases as

soon as diagnosed.

( 3 ( % 3 ( %
Chicken Pox For at least 5 days after the first Not excluded
(Varicella) spots appear, or when blisters

have all crusted
Conjunctivitis Until discharge has ceased Not excluded

German Measles

Until child has fully recovered and

Not excluded

(Rubella) for at least 7 days after rash ap-
pears
Hepatitis A Until child has recovered (usually | Not excluded. Family contacts

(Infectious Hepatitis)

7 days from the first signs of jaun-
dice)

may need injection — see your
family doctor

Hepatitis B Not excluded, but some children Not excluded. Family doctor
are too sick to attend school should be consulted for immuni-
sation advice
Impetigo Children allowed to attend school Not excluded
provided sores are being treated
and are properly covered by a
clean dressing
Measles At least 5 days after appearance It is recommended that all chil-
of rash dren receive measles/mumps/
rubella immunisation at 12
months of age. If a child has
been in contact with someone
who has measles, s’/he may be
prevented from catching the dis-
ease if vaccinated with 3 days of
contact. (Unimmunised contacts
should be kept home for 14 days
unless immunisation is given)
Mumps Until child has fully recovered and | Not excluded. It is recommended
for 9 days after appearance of that all children receive measles/
swelling mumps. Rubella immunisation at
12 months of age.
Ringworm Keep child at home until treatment | Not excluded. Inspect regularly
has begun — preparations avail-
able from pharmacist. Notify the
school
Scabies Keep child at home until treatment | Not excluded. Inspect regularly

has begun — preparations avail-
able from pharmacist. Notify the
school.

Whooping Cough
(Pertussis)

Child should be kept home for 5
days from start of antibiotic treat-
ment. Otherwise, keep home for
3 weeks from when “whoop”
starts.

Unimmunised contacts should be
kept home for 21 days, unless
receiving antibiotics. See family
doctor.




[ Uniform }

All students are encouraged to identify with their school and wear current uniform.
All clothing and equipment should be labelled; it is extremely difficult to determine
ownership of items which are not clearly identified.
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Any added items of clothing in winter e.g. woollen hats, scarves and gloves should all be
in school colours i.e. dark blue.
Girls’ hair ribbons should be blue or navy.

(@) @ - % % (
The School Uniform Shop is usually open before and after school twice a week.

%
* 1 11§ > (6 $+ (¢ $ At Camden Public School we have a “No school
hat, no play” policy. Children not wearing a school hat must sit or play in the shade.

A 6 & $ Otherthan watches, jewellery should not be worn to school. In the interests
of safety, studs (not sleepers) are preferable in pierced ears.

(¢ ! Because of the recent uniform review, items of uniform will change and
will be phased in over the next 2 years.



School Song

On the outskirts of the city is a place we love to be

Where buildings merge with farmlands

And children can run free

We can create our new tomorrow to be caring, safe and strong
And there’s a place for everyone where differences belong

CHORUS
Here at Camden we reach upwards to achieve our highest goals
In all we say and do
Let’s reach out and touch each other’s lives
With respect for me and for you.

2. Here in this spreading country we watch the river flow
Ask the questions, find the answers
And feel our friendships grow
We are open wide to learning
In our work and in our play
And amongst the finest citizens we’ll take our place some day

REPEAT CHORUS

School Prayer

Dear God,
We ask you to give your blessings to our
school
As we meet here in your name
We pray that you will help us to enjoy our

work and our play
And give us the feelings of loyalty, trut

and justice
Help us Lord to protect our school’s good
reputation
And make it worthy of the love of all its
members

AMEN




